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Back to the top definitions According to the UN Protocol on Combating Land, Sea and Air Trafficking, migrant smuggling is defined as purchases in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, an economic or other material benefit from a person's illegal entry into a State where the person is not a national or
permanent resident (UNODC , 2000). Although conditions are often confused, migrant smuggling is not the same as trafficking in human beings. There is a need for an element of exploitation in the context of trafficking in human beings, but not in the context of smuggling. Smuggling must be consensual
and transnational, as trafficking in human beings can also take place within the territory of a country. In practice, it can be difficult to establish the boundary between smuggling and trafficking in human beings, as elements of exploitation and abuse may occur during transit or destination, even in the
presence of the first consensus on the part of the migrant. Smuggling and trafficking in human beings can occur on the same routes, and smuggling can lead to human trafficking, making it difficult to distinguish from one from the other. It is also important to note that trafficking in human beings is generally
a crime against a person, while smuggling is a crime against the state (ICAT, 2016). Recent trends Due to its secret nature, there is no reliable global statistics on the number of migrants smuggled each year. According to UNDP estimates, there were around 50 million irregular international migrants in the
world ten years ago (2009), but this figure probably includes many migrants who entered a country legally and stayed longer, so that is not a good indicator of migrant smuggling. This estimate is thought to have increased since (UNODC, 2011). Recent studies of political concerns show that governments
are increasingly focusing on irregular migration, including migrant smuggling (UN, 2014). Data on specific migration corridors provide an indication of the extent of migrant smuggling. In terms of regional trends, there are an estimated 3 million irregular entries into the United States each year, most of
which involve smuggling (UNODC, 2016). In terms of movements from North Africa to Europe, more than 181,000 migrants crossed the Mediterranean from North Africa to Italy in 2016, most of whom are believed to have used smuggling services (IOM, 2017). Migrant smuggling is a business that can be
worth as much as $10 billion or more a year, as routes from West and East and North Africa to Europe and South America to North America generate around USD 6.75 billion a year (Laczko, F. in Ferrier and Kaminsky, 2017). However, estimating global revenues from smuggling (UNODC, 2011) is in
itself problematic. Measurements of the profit margin for migrant smuggling need to be carefully assessed, as there are many factors contributing to such numbers, such as the distance and complexity of the route, the degree of institutional control of the route and the reception of migrants in transit and
see also Global Spotlight: Migrant Smuggling Project). Back to the top of data sources the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNOCD) launched the Knowledge Management Portal on Migrant Smuggling in May 2017 with the aim of disseminating information on the implementation of the UN Convention
against Transnational Organised Crime. The portal contains three databases on migrant smuggling: a database of case law, a database of legislation and a bibliographic database. These can be searched using criteria such as crime type and/or country/region, providing user-friendly access to sources
related to migrant smuggling. The IOM's Missing Migrants Project (MMP) is another data source that provides insight into migrant smuggling as it collects data on the deaths and disappearances of migrants worldwide, many of which are linked to smuggling. The IOM's Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)
also collects data on different types of migration flows and has been active in over 60 countries since 2004. Based in the country, DTM provides up to four types of data collection systems: mobility tracking, flow monitoring, registration and surveys. Through these systems, DTM is able to collect data at
different stages of the migration process - departure, transit and on arrival. In some cases, DTM's data collection systems are able to capture movements involving people who have used smuggling within irregular migration flows. Such data is the subject of a migrant's willingness to share such vulnerable



information. The Centre for Mixed Migration (MMC) provides monthly report summaries as well as quarterly and annual reports on mixed migration movements and data in six regions (West Africa, North Africa, East Africa and Yemen, Middle East, Asia and Europe). Both the summary summaries, as well
as quarterly and annual reports, include information on the number of migrants smuggled, the cost of smuggling and other related information, if available. Finally, the International Centre for the Development of Migration Policy (ICMPD) prepares the annual yearbook on illegal migration, people smuggling
and trafficking in central and eastern Europe, which includes a study and analysis of border management and border surveillance data from 22 countries. Back to the top Data forces &amp; restrictions Data on migrant smuggling is very limited due to the secret nature of smuggling. As smuggling takes
place under the radar, it is often not incorrectly identified or identified and is therefore not recorded by official sources. It is therefore a major challenge to assess the scale of the problem. Although there are measurements of irregular migration around the world, there is no data to determine the extent of
migrant smuggling globally (IOM, 2016b). As it is generally also difficult to measure irregular migration flows due to a lack of knowledge about the dynamics of irregular migration in certain regions, it is more difficult to locate the number of migrants smuggled. Although clear quantitative data on the may not
exist, there is a number of qualitative data. Such data provide insight into case studies and migrant profiles that can form the basis of policy, although quantification can be difficult. An example of such a study repertoire can be found in the UNODC publication on migrant smuggling in Asia: Current trends
and related challenges, which include a number of less qualitative studies on smuggling. Such examples of qualitative data reveal the economic and social processes involved in smuggling. However, due to the sensitivity and confidentiality of informants, such data are produced in the form of published
work rather than raw data (McAuliffe and Laczko, 2016). More could be learned about migrant smuggling if countries were encouraged to collect and share data on migrant smuggling in a standardised way (ibid.). In addition, new partnerships can be created across research disciplines as well as between
policy makers and researchers to improve understanding of the different effects that smuggling policy can have on smuggling practices. McAuliffe and Laczko (2016) also recommend increasing research in and after countries of origin and transit, as well as expanding research into new topics. Back to the
top migrant smuggling is a profitable business for criminal networks with an estimated annual turnover of several billion euros. Smugglers use land, sea and air routes to facilitate illegal migration both to and within the EU and abuse the legal migration system to promote their illegal business practices.
Migrant smuggling is increasingly associated with serious human rights violations and deaths, especially when at sea. The loss of migrants' lives at the hands of smugglers in the Mediterranean is an urgent reminder of the need to combat migrant smuggling using all the legal, operational and
administrative levers available. The fact that migrant networks are closely linked to other forms of serious and organised crime, including terrorism, trafficking in human beings and money laundering, further increases this urgency. What is the EU doing? In May 2015, the Commission published the EU
Action Plan against migrant smuggling, taking a number of steps to address this issue between 2015 and 2020. These are grouped into four main priorities: Increased police and judicial response Improved collection and exchange of information Increased prevention of smuggling and assistance to
vulnerable migrants Stronger cooperation with third countries The implementation of the plan is under way, together with a number of free initiatives to combat migrant smuggling. The Council conclusions adopted by the Ministers for Justice and Home Affairs on 10 June 2004 are a very important one.
Operational cooperation Operational cooperation between EU countries' legislation relevant EU agencies and partner countries is essential to crack down on migrant smuggling. Through the EU's serious and organised crime policy cycle, Member States coordinate common priorities and operational
measures, including migrant smuggling. The EU law enforcement body, Europol, also plays a key role in supporting member states' operational cooperation through the safe exchange of information, expertise and analytical support. In February 2016, Europol launched the European Centre for The
Smuggling of Migrants to support Member States' investigations (including proactive financial investigations) and to enhance cooperation and coordination between law enforcement authorities. Europol's Internet Referral Unit also contributes to the fight against migrant smuggling by monitoring online
content and referring pages linked to criminal migrant smuggling networks to the relevant online platforms with the possibility of removal. The actions of the Action Plan must be seen in complementarity with the ongoing Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) EUNAVFORMED Operation SOPHIA
in the Central Mediterranean. The purpose of this operation is to disrupt the business model of smugglers by identifying, capturing and disposing of vessels used or suspected of being used by them, as well as training the Libyan coastguards and fleets and contributing to the implementation of the UN
arms embargo on the high seas off the coast of Libya. The EU's presence at sea is also ensured by the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex), which will, among other things, be able to take part in the european maritime action programme. Frontex also provides support via satellite imagery
in cooperation with other EU agencies. In 2016, Frontex's mandate was strengthened so that it could operate outside the EU. Cepol, Eurojust, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO), the Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) and the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) also support EU action
against migrant smuggling. Working in third countries and preventing migrant smuggling The EU provides financial and technical assistance to third countries to support them in combating migrant smuggling at source. This includes assistance in developing strategies and legislation to combat smuggling.
building the capacity of law enforcement and judicial bodies to investigate and prosecute people smugglers migration flows and the effectiveness of border controls. In this context, a needs assessment study has been prepared for the development and implementation of strategies to combat migrant
smuggling into DG HOME. The study looked at Ivory Coast, Gambia, Guinea and Ecowas. As part of the Partnership Framework to better manage migration in cooperation with third countries, the EU is developing specific cooperation platforms on migrant smuggling. These networks facilitate information
exchange and common all actors involved in the fight against migrant smuggling. These include delegates from the EU and member states, host country authorities, international organisations and immigration liaison officers (ILO). The EU has also deployed European Migration Liaison Officers (EMLO) to
facilitate cooperation between different international actors and local and national authorities. Member States' ILO's operate under the 2004 Council Regulation establishing a network of immigration liaison officers. The Commission is currently evaluating this legislation and expects to publish the results
later in 2017. In order to support the development of contextualised migration information and information campaigns, two studies have been prepared for DG HOME to better understand how migrants collect information on routes to the EU, transport options, on smugglers who can facilitate their journey
and the cost of this relief. The studies looked at the migration route that began in the countries of origin in West Africa with a transit through Niger and Libya, as well as through Italy as the first country of arrival. Common rules for sanctioning illegal entry, transit and residence: The Facilitator Package In
2002, the EU adopted rules to crack down on migrant smuggling. Directive 2002/90/EC established a common definition of the offence of facilitating the facilitation of unauthorised entry, transit and residence, and Framework Decision 2002/946/JHA strengthened the criminal framework to prevent this
crime by setting minimum penalties. These two jointly adopted instruments complement each other and are known as the facilitator package. Under the facilitator package, any person who intentionally assists the unauthorised entry, transit or residence of a non-UE citizen of the EU must be punished
unless they do so on humanitarian grounds. The EU has also signed the UN Protocol on combating people smuggling by land, air and sea in addition to the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime (Council Decisions 2006/616/EC and 2006/617/EC). In line with the EU Action
Plan, the Commission carried out an evaluation of the application of the existing legal framework and the results were published on 22 December 2005. Among other things, the evaluation was informed by the results of a public consultation on combating migrant smuggling: is EU law fit for purpose.
Purpose.
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